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In Canada, the United States, and around the globe, city 

governments are implementing new policies to promote 

sustainable development.  Sustainable development is fre-

quently defined as “development that meets the needs of 

the present without compromising the ability of future gen-

erations to meet their own needs” (World Commission on 

Environment and Development 1987, 43).  Urban sustaina-

bility initiatives integrate policies related to economic de-

velopment, environmental quality, and the social health of 

the community.  Because of limited authority and re-

sources, city governments that pursue urban sustainability 

forge governance relationships with other governmental 

and nongovernmental organizations in order to implement 

sustainability policies.  Focusing on examples from the Unit-

ed States and Canada, this presentation will explain the 

challenge of defining policy goals related to urban sustaina-

bility.  The discussion will highlight the critical role of public 

administrators in developing collaborative relationships to 

implement urban sustainability initiatives. 

  

Information 

This is a free public conference.  

Places are limited, Please RSVP by email at  

ceg-cog@uOttawa.ca  

by Wednesday April 16th.  

This event will be presented in English. 
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Eric Zeemering 

Eric Zeemering is an assistant professor of public policy at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC).  

During the current semester, he is Fulbright Visiting Research Chair in Governance and Public Administration at the 

University of Ottawa, where he is studying urban sustainability efforts in Canada.  His research and teaching inte-

rests focus on public management, intergovernmental relations and urban policy.  He has conducted research on 

the adoption, oversight, and termination of municipal service sharing agreements, publishing research in journals 

including The American Review of Public Administration, Public Administration Review, and State and Local Govern-

ment Review.  He also studies the multilevel governance surrounding urban sustainability initiatives.  His book Colla-

borative Strategies for Sustainable Cities: Economy, Environment and Community in Baltimore will be published by 

Routledge in May.  Dr. Zeemering’s interest in local government led to his elected service on the city council in Rock-

ford, Michigan (1999-2001), and appointed service on the Kent County Housing Commission (2003-2006), and the 

Daly City Parks and Recreation Commission (2009-2011).  He received his Ph.D. in political science from Indiana Uni-

versity in 2007, and his B.A. in political science from Aquinas College in 2001. 

La Cycle de conférence Innovations en gouvernance est une initia-

tive du Centre d’Études en gouvernance de la Faculté des sciences 

sociales de l’Université d’Ottawa. Elle a pour but de créer un es-

pace de réflexion sur les solutions novatrices, originales et même 

parfois avant-gardistes pour faire face aux grands défis et pro-

blèmes contemporains auxquels les gouvernements sont confron-

tés. Les professionnels en résidence, les chercheurs invités, les 

universitaires associés au Centre d’Études en gouvernance sont les 

premiers sollicités. Le caractère appliqué, concret et ciblé de la 

série vise à favoriser le dialogue entre le milieu universitaire et 

celui des intervenants gouvernementaux et non-

gouvernementaux. Les innovations proposées portent sur la gou-

vernance publique, la gestion publique, les politiques publiques, 

les rapports entre les acteurs gouvernementaux et non-

gouvernementaux (secteur privé et société civile) dans le dévelop-

pement de politiques ou la production de services publics. Le pu-

blic cible se compose de la communauté universitaire, des interve-

nants du secteur public et communautaire et du grand public.  

Co-directeurs de la série :  

Eric Champagne (echampagne@uottawa.ca)  

Caroline Andrew (candrew@uottawa.ca) 

  

The Governance Innovation 

Lecture Series  

Le cycle de conférences : 

Innovations en gouvernance 
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The Governance Innovation Lecture Series is an initiative from the 

University of Ottawa’s Centre on Governance, Faculty of Social 

Sciences. The main objective of the series is to create a space for 

thinking about innovative solutions to address contemporary pro-

blems and challenges faced by governments. Senior Fellows, visi-

ting researchers and faculty associated with the Centre on Go-

vernance will be the first asked to contribute to the series. The 

series focus on applied, concrete and targeted innovations and will 

aim at fostering dialogue between the academic, the government 

and the non-governmental sectors. The selected governance inno-

vations should focus on public governance, public management, 

and public policy along with relationships between the govern-

ment, the private sector and civil society in public policy design 

and public service delivery. The target audience is the academic 

community, civil servants, public and non-profit actors and the 

general public.  

Co-directors of the series:  

Eric Champagne (echampagne@uottawa.ca)  

Caroline Andrew (candrew@uottawa.ca) 

http://www.sciencessociales.uottawa.ca/governance/ 


